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Professor Josh P Davis is a Professor in Applied Psychology at the University of Greenwich, and a Chartered 

Psychologist and Associate Fellow of the British Psychological Society. His PhD was on the “Forensic Identification 

of Unfamiliar Faces in CCTV Images” (2007) and he has since published over 30 research articles on human face 

recognition and eyewitness identification, the reliability of facial composite systems (e.g., E-FIT, EFIT-V), and 

methods used by expert witnesses to provide evidence of identification in court (‘facial comparison evidence’). He is a 

member of the Experimental Psychology Society, and the European Association of Psychology and Law. He is also an 

elected Committee Member of the British Psychological Society: Cognitive Section, and an Associate Editor of the 

Cognitive Bulletin. Since April 2011, his research has mainly focussed on so called ‘super-recognisers’ with 

exceptional face recognition abilities. This led to changes in the management and distribution of CCTV images by the 

Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) – substantially enhancing suspect identification rates. In May 2014, he received 

European Commission funding as part of the €8,406,523 LASIE (2014) project, with the primary aim of identifying 

superior face recognisers. He has since worked with other international police forces and Government agencies (e.g., 

Australia, Germany, Netherlands, Singapore), consulted with business resulting in the creation of over 100 new jobs 

(e.g., Super-Recognisers International, Yoti), and been invited to present his research worldwide (e.g., Australia, 

Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, China, Russia, USA). He is regularly interviewed by the international media, including 

more than 80 TV and radio appearances and 100 printed and online media interviews. 1His first co-edited book 

“Forensic Facial Identification: Theory and Practice of Identification from Eyewitnesses, Composites and CCTV” 

(Wiley Blackwell) was published in 2015. In 2019, a collaboration with VisionMetric Ltd., to examine human and 

computer identification of EFIT6’s was awarded £300,000 by Innovate UK. For his work he has recently been 

awarded University of Greenwich: Outstanding Achievement in Enterprise Award Winner, November 2019; and 

Students’ Union: University of Greenwich Student-Led Teaching Awards: Supervisor of the Year. May 2018. 

 

Education  

 

PhD 2007: PhD Psychology (funded by ESRC): The forensic identification of CCTV images of 

unfamiliar faces. Goldsmiths, University of London. 

MSc 2002: MSc Research Methods in Psychology: Thesis: Examination of the neurological 

correlates of unattended speech processing using PET scanning technology. University of 

Reading. 

BSc 1999: BSc Psychology (1st Class): Project: Cross-modal repetition priming in person 

recognition: Investigation into recognition and semantic priming effects from voices to names 

and faces. Royal Holloway, University of London. 

PGCertHE   2010: PGCert in Higher Education, University of Greenwich. 

 

 
1 Full list of media articles can be found on www.superrecognisers.com 
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Awards and prizes 

 

University of Greenwich: Institute of Lifecourse Development Best Impact Award 2020, October 2020 

University of Greenwich: Outstanding Achievement in Enterprise Award Winner, 2019. November 2019. 

Students’ Union: University of Greenwich Student-Led Teaching Awards: Supervisor of the Year. May 2018. 

Students’ Union: University of Greenwich Student-Led Teaching Awards: Extra Mile Award (short list). May 2016. 

University of Greenwich Early Career Researcher Research Excellence Award. June 2012 

University of Greenwich Early Career Researcher Communicator of the Year. June 2012. 

Jack Westaway Memorial Prize 1999, "For the most outstanding piece of academic work in the Psychology 

Department of Royal Holloway"(100%), June 1999,  

 

Professional associations and committees  
 

British Psychological Society: Elected Committee Member of the Cognitive Psychology Section  

British Psychological Society: Chartered Psychologist  

British Psychological Society: Associate Fellow 

European Association of Psychology and Law: Member 

Experimental Psychology Society: Member 

Higher Education Academy: Fellow   

 

Publications 

 

Book 

 

Valentine, T., & Davis, J. P. (2015). Forensic Facial Identification: Theory and Practice of Identification from 

Eyewitnesses, Composites and CCTV. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. ISBN: 978-1-118-46957-6. 

DOI: 10.1002/9781118469538 

 

Articles 

 

Davis, J. P., Dray, C., Petrov, N., & Belanova, E. (2021). Low prevalence match and mismatch detection in 

simultaneous face matching: Influence of face recognition ability and feature focus guidance. Attention, 

Perception, & Psychophysics. (Pre-print: https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/n75ha) 

Belanova, E., Davis, J. P., & Thompson, T. (2021). The Part-Whole Effect in super-recognisers and typical-range 

ability controls. Vision Research, 187, 75-84. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.visres.2021.06.004 (Pre-print: 

https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/mkhnd) 

Jenkins, R., Robertson, D. J., & Davis, J. P. (2021). Super-recognisers: some people excel at both face and voice 

recognition. https://policinginsight.com/features/innovation/super-recognisers-some-people-excel-at-both-

face-and-voice-recognition/ 

Jenkins, R., Robertson, D. J., & Davis, J. P. (2021). Ils excellent dans la reconnaissance des visages et des voix. Ce 

sont les “super-reconnaisseurs”. The Conversation, https://theconversation.com/ils-excellent-dans-la-

reconnaissance-des-visages-et-des-voix-ce-sont-les-super-reconnaisseurs-157955 

Smith, H. M. J., Andrews, S., Baguley, T., Colloff, M. F., Davis, J. P., White, D., Rockey, J. C., & Flowe, H. D. 

(2021). Performance of typical and superior face recognisers on a novel interactive face matching procedure. 

British Journal of Psychology DOI: 10.1111/bjop.12499 (pre-print: https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/kbm2g) 

Noyes, E., Davis, J. P., Petrov, P., Gray, K. L. H., Ritchie, K. (2021). The effect of face masks and sunglasses on 

identity and expression recognition with super-recognizers and typical observers. Royal Society Open Science, 

8, 201169. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.201169 

Jenkins, R., Robertson, D. J., & Davis, J. P. (2021). Super-recognisers: some people excel at both face and voice 

recognition. The Conversation, 156817. https://theconversation.com/super-recognisers-some-people-excel-at-

both-face-and-voice-recognition-156817 

Jenkins, R., Tsermentseli, S., Monks, C. P., Robertson, D. J., Stevenage, S. V., Symons, A. E., & Davis, J. P. (2021).  

Are super‐face‐recognisers also super‐voice‐recognisers? Evidence from cross‐modal identification tasks. 

Applied Cognitive Psychology DOI:10.1002/acp.3813 (Pre-Print: https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/7xdp3) 

Jenkins, R., Davis, J. P., Monks, C. P., Tsermentseli, S. (2021). Individual differences in face and voice recognition. 

The Cognitive Psychology Bulletin; Journal of the British Psychological Society: Cognitive Section, 6, 60-62. 

https://shop.bps.org.uk/the-cognitive-psychology-bulletin-issue-6-spring-2021  
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Dunn, J., Summersby, S., Towler, A., Davis, J. P., & White, D. (2020). UNSW Face Test: A screening tool for super-

recognizers. PLoS ONE 15(11), e0241747. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0241747 

Correll, J., Ma., D. S., & Davis, J. P. (2020). Perceptual tuning through contact? Contact interacts with perceptual (not 

memory-based) face-processing ability to predict cross-race recognition. Journal of Experimental Social 

Psychology, 92, 104058, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jesp.2020.104058 

Mcintosh, S., & Davis, J. P. (2020). The ‘casting couch’ scenario: Impact of perceived employment benefit, reporting 

delay, complainant gender, and participant gender on juror decision-making in rape cases. Journal of 

Interpersonal Violence, DOI: 10.1177/0886260520966679 

Davis, J. P., Bretfelean, D., Belanova, E., & Thompson, T. (2020). Super-recognisers: face recognition performance 

after variable delay intervals. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 34(6), 1350-1368. DOI:10.1002/acp.3712 

Davis, J. P. (2020). CCTV and the super-recognisers. In C. Stott, B. Bradford, M. Radburn, and L. Savigar-Shaw 

(Eds.), Making an Impact on Policing and Crime: Psychological Research, Policy and Practice (pp 34-67). 

London: Routledge. ISBN 9780815353577: https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429326592 

 (pre-print here: https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/jvu9z) 

Davis, J. P., & Robertson, D. (2020). Capitalizing on the super-recognition advantage: A powerful, but underutilized, 

tool for policing and national security agencies. Journal of the Homeland Defense & Security Information 

Analysis Centre, 7(1), 20-25. https://www.hdiac.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-06-16-hdiac-journal-

operational-energy.pdf 

Robertson, D., Megreya, A. M., & Davis, J. P. (2020). Facial recognition: research reveals new abilities of ‘super-

recognisers’. The Conversation, https://theconversation.com/facial-recognition-research-reveals-new-abilities-

of-super-recognisers-128414 

Robertson, D., Black, J., Chamberlain, B., Megreya, A. M., & Davis, J. P. (2020). Super-recognisers show an 

advantage for other race face identification Applied Cognitive Psychology, 34(1), 205-216. DOI: 

10.1002/acp.3608  

Davis, J. P., Maigut, A., & Forrest, C. L. D. (2019). The wisdom of the crowd: A case of post- to ante-mortem face 

matching by police super-recognisers. Forensic Science International, 109910. DOI: 

10.1016/j.forsciint.2019.109910  

Davis, J. P. (2019). The worldwide impact of identifying super-recognisers in police and business. The Cognitive 

Psychology Bulletin; Journal of the British Psychological Society: Cognitive Section, 4, 17-22. ISSN: 2397-

2653. https://shop.bps.org.uk/the-cognitive-psychology-bulletin-issue-4-spring-2019  

(pre-print: https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/2ybau) 

Satchell, L., Davis, J. P., Julle-Danière, E., Tupper, N., & Marshman, P. (2019). Recognising faces but not traits: 

Accurate personality judgment from faces is unrelated to superior face memory. Journal of Research in 

Personality, 79, 49-58. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2019.02.002  

 

Belanova, E., Davis, J. P., & Thompson, T. (2018). Cognitive and neural markers of super-recognisers' face 

processing superiority and enhanced cross-age effect. Cortex, 98, 91-101. DOI:10.1016/j.cortex.2018.07.008  

Osborn, K., Davis, J. P., Button, S., & Foster, J. (2021). Juror decision making in acquaintance and marital rape: The 

influence of clothing, alcohol and pre-existing stereotypical attitudes. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(5-

6), NP2675-NP2696. DOI: 10.1177/0886260518768566  

Davis, J. P., Treml, F., Forrest, C., & Jansari, A (2018). Identification from CCTV: Assessing police super-recognisers 

ability to spot faces in a crowd and susceptibility to change blindness. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 32(3), 

337-353. DOI: 10.1002/acp.3405  

 

Davis, J. P., Gibson, S., & Solomon, C. (2017). Holistic facial composite systems: Implementation and evaluation, in 

M. Bindemann and A. M. Megreya (Eds.), Face Processing: Systems, Disorders and Cultural Differences. 

Nova Science Publishers. 

Durova, M. D., Dimou, A., Litos, G., Daras, P., & Davis, J. P. (2017). TooManyEyes: Super-recogniser directed 

identification of target individuals on CCTV. Proceedings of the 8th IET International Conference on Imaging 

for Crime Detection and Prevention (ICDP-17), IET Digital Library, 43-48. 

DOI.org/10.5281/zenodo.1071986 

Davis, J. P., & Tamonytė, D. (2017). Masters of disguise: Super-recognisers’ superior memory for concealed 

unfamiliar faces. Proceedings of the 2017 Seventh International Conference on Emerging Security 

Technologies (EST), 6-8 September 2017, Canterbury, UK. DOI: 10.1109/EST.2017.8090397 
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Davis, J. P., Lander, K., Evans, R., & Jansari, A. (2016). Investigating predictors of superior face recognition ability in 

police super-recognisers. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 30(6), 827–840. DOI: 10.1002/acp.3260  

Davis, J. P., Thorniley, S., Gibson, S., & Solomon, C. (2016). Holistic facial composite construction and subsequent 

lineup identification accuracy: Comparing adults and children. Journal of Psychology: Interdisciplinary and 

Applied, 150(1), 102-118. doi: 10.1080/00223980.2015.1009867  

 

Davis, J. P., Maigut, A. C., Jolliffe, D., Gibson, S., & Solomon, C. (2015). Holistic facial composite creation and 

subsequent video line-up eyewitness identification paradigm. Journal of Visualized Experiments, 106, e53298. 

DOI:10.3791/53298  

Davis, J. P., Simmons, S., Sulley, L., Solomon, C. J., & Gibson, S. J. (2015). An evaluation of post-production facial 

composite enhancement techniques. Journal of Forensic Practice, 17(4), 1-12. DOI 10.1108/JFP-08-2015-

0042  

Davis, J. P., Valentine, T., Memon, A., & Roberts, A. J. (2015). Identification on the street: a field comparison of 

police street identifications and video line-ups in England. Psychology, Crime and Law, 1, 9-27. 

DOI.org/10.1080/1068316X.2014.915322  

Valentine, T., & Davis, J. P. (2015). Forensic facial identification: A practical guide to best practice. In T. Valentine 

and J. P. Davis (Eds.), Forensic Facial Identification: Theory and Practice of Identification from 

Eyewitnesses, Composites and CCTV (pp. 323-347). Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. 

DOI: 10.1002/9781118469538.ch13 

Davis, J. P., & Valentine, T. (2015). Human verification of identity from photographic images. In T. Valentine and J. 

P. Davis (Eds.), Forensic Facial Identification: Theory and Practice of Identification from Eyewitnesses, 

Composites and CCTV (pp. 211-238). Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. DOI: 10.1002/9781118469538.ch9 

Valentine, T., & Davis, J. P. (2015). Eyewitness identification and surveillance of facial images: progress and 

problems. In T. Valentine and J. P. Davis (Eds.), Forensic Facial Identification: Theory and Practice of 

Identification from Eyewitnesses, Composites and CCTV (pp. 3-14). Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. 

DOI: 10.1002/9781118469538.ch1 

Edmond, G., Davis, J. P., & Valentine, T. (2015). Expert analysis: Facial image comparison. In T. Valentine and J. P. 

Davis (Eds.), Forensic Facial Identification: Theory and Practice of Identification from Eyewitnesses, 

Composites and CCTV (pp. 239-262). Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. DOI: 10.1002/9781118469538.ch10 

 

Davis, J. P., Gibson, S, & Solomon, C. (2014). The positive influence of creating a holistic facial composite on video 

lineup identification. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 28, 634–639. DOI: 10.1002/acp.3045  

Roberts, A. J., Davis, J. P., Valentine, T., & Memon, A. (2014). Should we be concerned about street identifications? 

Criminal Law Review, 9, 633-653.  

 

Davis, J. P., Lander, K., & Jansari, A. (2013). I never forget a face. The Psychologist, 26(10), 726-729. 

http://thepsychologist.bps.org.uk/volume-26/edition-10/i-never-forget-face 

Davis, J. P. (2013). Super-recognisers in the Metropolitan Police. IFSEC Global, 15 October 2013, 

http://www.ifsecglobal.com/super-recognisers-in-the-metropolitan-police/  

 

Valentine, T., Davis, J. P., Memon, A., & Roberts, A. (2012). Live showups and their influence on a subsequent video 

lineup. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 26(1), 1-23. DOI: 10.1002/acp.1796  

Davis, J. P. (2012). Image comparison, facial, photographic. In A. Jamiesson and A. Moenssens (Eds.), Wiley 

Encyclopaedia of Forensic Science. Wiley: UK. DOI: 10.1002/9780470061589.fsa1066  

Davis, J. P., Valentine, T., & Wilkinson, C. (2012). Facial image comparison. In C. Wilkinson and C. Rynn (Eds.), 

Craniofacial Identification (pp. 136-153). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

DOI.org/10.1017/CBO9781139049566.012  

 

Davis, J. P., Valentine, T., & Davis, R. E. (2010). Computer assisted facial comparison of photographic images taken 

from full-face and profile viewpoints. Forensic Science International, 200, 165-176. DOI: 

10.1016/j.forsciint.2010.04.012  

Valentine, T., Davis, J. P., Thorner, K., Solomon, C., & Gibson, S. (2010). Evolving and combining facial composites: 

Between-witness and within-witness morphs compared. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied, 16(1), 

72-86. DOI: 10.1037/a0018801  

Davis, J. P., Sulley, L. Solomon, C., & Gibson, S. (2010). A comparison of individual and morphed facial composites 

created using different systems. Proceedings of the IEEE International Conference on Emerging Security 

Technologies. Canterbury: IEEE. DOI: 10.1109/EST.2010.29    
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Davis, J. P., & Valentine, T. (2009). CCTV on trial: Matching video images with the defendant in the dock. Applied 

Cognitive Psychology, 23, 482-505. DOI: 10.1002/acp.1490  

Scott, S. K., Rosen, S., Beaman, C. P., Davis, J. P., & Wise, R. J. S. (2009). The neural processing of masked speech: 

Evidence for different mechanisms in the left and right temporal lobes. Journal of the Acoustical Society of 

America, 125, 1737-1743. DOI: 10.1121/1.3050255   

Davis, J. P. (2007). The forensic identification of CCTV images of unfamiliar faces. PhD Thesis. Goldsmiths, 

University of London, https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/326507774.pdf  

 

Wilding, J., Cook, S., & Davis, J. P. (2000). Sound familiar? The Psychologist, 13(11), 558-562. 

https://thepsychologist.bps.org.uk/volume-13/edition-11/sound-familiar 

 

Research, Enterprise and Consultancy  

 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Face recognition testing. Offenburg Police, Germany 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Face recognition testing. Chemnitz Police, Germany 

Jamieson, J., Goss-Sampson, M., & Davis, J.P. (2021). Virtual reality simulation: police-community research and 

training. Research Capital Investment Fund 2020/21, University of Greenwich. 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Super-recogniser recruitment. UK Business (redacted) 

Davis, J. P. (2015-2021). Face recognition testing. Yoti, UK and India 

Davis, J. P. (2017-2021). Face recognition testing and training. Super-Recognisers International. 

Davis, J. P. (2015-2021). Face recognition testing. Hochschule für Polizei Baden-Württemberg, Germany 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Face recognition testing. West European Government Agency (redacted).  

Davis, J. P. (2021). Face recognition testing. Konstanz Police, Germany. 

Davis, J. P. (2020-2022). Face recognition testing. Bundespolizei, Germany. 

Davis, J. P. (2020-2022). Face recognition testing. Frankfurt Police, Germany. 

Solomon, C., Gibson, S., & Davis, J. P. (2019-2021). Deep learning strategies for accurate identification from facial 

composite images (E2ID). Innovate UK. (University of Greenwich: £24,999) 

Davis, J. P. (2018-2021). Face recognition testing. Stuttgart Police, Germany. 

Davis, J. P. (2018-2019). Face recognition testing. Queensland Police Service, Australia. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Research visit to University of the Witwatersrand. International Research Collaboration Bid 

(2019). University of Greenwich. 

Davis, J. P. (2018). Face recognition testing and training. International Retail Organisation (redacted) 

Davis, J. P. (2018). Face recognition testing. Netherlands Interior Ministry 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Video analytics project. Seequestor Ltd. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Research assistant. University of Greenwich: Research Informed Teaching Support Scheme. 

Davis, J. P. (2018). Face recognition testing. Munich Police, Germany. 

Davis, J. P., Monks, C., & van Zalk, N. (2017). The developmental trajectory of individual differences in voice and 

face recognition ability. University of Greenwich: Vice Chancellor’s Studentship PhD Award.  

Davis, J. P. (2016-2017). Face recognition testing. Singapore Government Agency. 

Davis, J. P. (2016-2017). Face recognition testing. Greater Manchester Police.  

Davis, J. P., Monks, C., & van Zalk, N. (2016). Family relationships in ‘super’ face recognition ability, shyness and 

personality. University of Greenwich: Research Excellence Framework Funds 2016/17. 

Davis, J. P. (2015-2016). Face recognition testing. Essex Police. 

Davis, J. P. (2015). Face recognition testing. Hertfordshire Constabulary. 

Foster, J., Davis, J. P., & Thompson, S. (2015). Student drinking: Cross-sectional investigation of drinking 

trajectory and risky behaviours in students across academic year groups. University of Greenwich: Research 

Excellence Framework Funds 2015/16. 

Davis, J. P. (2014). Operation Resolve, Hillsborough Disaster Investigation. Greater Manchester Police. 

Davis, J. P., & LASIE Partners (2014-2017). LArge scale information exploitation of forensic data (LASIE). 

European Commission 7th Framework Programme. SEC-2013.1.6-1: 607480. (University of Greenwich: £74,999) 

Davis, J. P., & Jolliffe, D. (2014). Evaluating and enhancing the eyewitness identification performance of older 

adults. University of Greenwich: Research & Enterprise Investment Programme 2014/15 – RAE Competitive 

Round. 

 

 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/acp.1490
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REF Case Impact statement 

 

Davis. J. P. (2014). Enhancing Suspect Identification Rates from Facial Composites and CCTV. Research Excellence 

Framework Case Impact Study. http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=64 

 

University Alliance 

 

2021-   Media Champion 

 

External Examiner 

 

2021-2023 Chief External Examiner: BSc Psychology. University of Coventry, Priory St, Coventry. 

2020-2021 External Examiner: BSc Forensic Psychology. University of Coventry, Priory St, Coventry. 

2018-2020 External Examiner: MSc Psychology (Conversion), MSc Research Methods in Psychology. 

  University of Reading, Reading, Berkshire. 

2017-2021 External Examiner: BSc Forensic Psychology. University of Chester, University of Chester, Parkgate 

Road, Chester. 

2014-2020 PhD Examiner: South Bank University (2014), Goldsmiths, University of London (2017), Liverpool 

Hope University (2018), Nottingham Trent University (2018), University of Central Lancashire 

(2020), University of Kent (2020), University of Central Lancashire (2020), University of Kent 

(2021) 

2012  MSc by Research Examiner: University of Kent (2012) 

 

Programme Reviewer 

 

2020 External reviewer: MSc Psychology, University of Worcester. 

 

Employment 

 

2008-  School of Human Sciences, University of Greenwich, London SE10 9LS  

 

Professor in Applied Psychology (2020-), Reader in Applied Psychology (2016- ), Senior Lecturer in 

Psychology (2008-2016) 

Programme Leader: MSc Psychology (Conversion) 

Ambassador: Faculty of Education and Health Early Career Researchers (ECR) 

Grants Lead: School of Human Sciences Research Executive 

Link Tutor: Criminology and Criminological Psychology (BSc and MSc) (2009-2017) 

 

PhD Supervision (current) 

 

Dinmohamed, S. (2020-2023). The Impact of Memory in Alzheimer’s disease and ability to recognise 

familiar faces using eye-tracking. (supervisors: Patchay, S., Davis, J. P., Bernardi, M-L.). 

Jenkins, R. (2018-2021). The developmental trajectory of individual differences in voice and face 

recognition. University of Greenwich: Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship Award (supervisors: 

Davis, J. P., Monks, C. & Tsementelli, S.). 

Halascova, F. (2017-2022). Investigating stigma towards former and current female sex workers. Self-

funded (supervisors: Davis, J. P., Stahl, S., & Smith, R.). 

Chandler, V. (2014-2017). Women and drinking at home. University of Greenwich: Vice-

Chancellor’s Scholarship Award (supervisors: Foster, J., Cleaver, K., & Davis, J. P.). 

 

PhD Supervision (completions) 

 

Belanova, E. (2014-2018). A neuroscientific and cognitive examination of individual differences in 

face recognition ability. University of Greenwich: Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship Award 

(supervisors: Davis, J. P., Thompson, T., & Monks, C.). 

Li, Y. (2012-2016). The assessment of urban public open space in China and the UK. China 

Scholarship Council (supervisors: Wall, E., & Davis, J. P.). 
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MSc Psychology (by Research) (completion) 

Ali, L. (2015-2018). The relationship between face recognition ability, personality and cognitive processing. 

Self-funded. (Supervisor: Davis, J. P.). 

 

Other employment 

 

2016-2021 Prague Summer Schools, Schola Empirica, Vvjezdova 510, 190 11 Prague 9, Czech Republic 

Visiting Lecturer: Crime Law and Psychology Summer School: Detecting deception; False 

confessions and suspect interviews; Super-recognisers and identification from CCTV; Visual 

identification evidence; Psychology of the death penalty 

2018-2021 London South Bank University, 103 Borough Rd, London, SE1 0AA 

Visiting Lecturer: Level 6: BSc Psychology: Miscarriages of justice, Deception detection; Eyewitness 

identification. 

2018  SRH Hochschule Heidelberg, Ludwig-Guttmann-Straße 6, 69123 Heidelberg, Germany 

Visiting Lecturer: Bachelors Psychology; Masters Legal Psychology: Miscarriages of justice and 

cognitive biases; False confessions and deception detection; Miscarriages of justice in rape and sexual 

assault cases; Psychology of the death penalty. 

2017  University of Bath 

Visiting lecturer: Level 6: Identification from CCTV and individual differences in face recognition 

ability.  

2015-2016 London South Bank University, 103 Borough Rd, London, SE1 0AA  

Visiting Lecturer: MSc Psychological Aspects of Investigation Visiting Lecturer: MSc Psychological 

Aspects of Investigation: Estimator variables; System variables; ID from CCTV; Post-dictors of 

identification accuracy.  

Visiting Lecturer: BSc Psychology: Identification evidence. 

2015  University of West London, St Mary's Rd, London, W5 5RF 

Visiting Lecturer: Level 4: Psychology in the Real World: Forensic psychology and research. 

2010-2014 Cranfield University, Shrivenham, Swindon, SN6 8LA 

Visiting Lecturer: MSc Anthropology: Face matching and facial comparison Analysis; Eyewitness 

identification and testimony. 

2006-2008  Psychology Department, Goldsmiths College, University of London, London, SE14 6NW 

Post Doc Research Officer (funded by Nuffield Foundation):  

Street identifications and their role in the criminal justice system.  

2005-2006  Psychology Department, Goldsmiths College, University of London, London, SE14 6NW  

Post Doc Research Officer (funded by ESPRC) 

Significant witness identification of suspects system (SWISS, GR/S98511/01). 

2002-2005 Psychology Department, Goldsmiths College, University of London, London, SE14 6NW  

Visiting Tutor: Level 5 and 7 statistics lectures and workshops, Level 5 and 6 lectures and seminars 

in: Face recognition; Eyewitness testimony; Jury decision making; and CCTV evidence and the law. 

2004-2005 Department of Professional and Community Education, Goldsmiths, University of London,  

Visiting Tutor: Level 3 lectures in: Introductory cognitive psychology; Research methods in 

psychology. 

2004-2005 Department of Psychology, University of East London, E15 4LZ:  

Visiting tutor: Level 4 seminars: Introduction to psychology. 

2004-2005 Department of Psychology, Open University, MK7 6AA:  

Visiting tutor: Cognitive Psychology Summer School (University of Bath). 

1999-2004 Psychology Department, Royal Holloway, University of London 

Visiting Lecturer: Level 5 statistics.  

2000-2001 HSBC (New York), Northumberland Crescent, Stanwell, TW19 7DN 

2000-2000 Reed Employment, 91, High Street, Staines, Middlesex, TW18 4 PQ 

1999-2000 Students' Union, Royal Holloway, University of London, TW20 0EX  

President (elected one-year sabbatical officer) 

 

1996-1999 Pizza Piazza, 16. Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey 

Restaurant Duty Manager  

Previous Flair Group, Oak Road, Leatherhead, Surrey 
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Factory Production Manager 

 

Conferences and invited talks (last 3 years) 

 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Super-Recognisers. Thames Valley Police Training Centre, Sulhampstead House, Reading, 28 

July 2021. 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Super-recognisers and the cross-race effect. International Association for Craniofacial 

Identification (IACI) Short Programme, Online, 23 July 2021 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Evaluating police super-recognisers’ ability to spot persons of interest in videoed crowds. 

University of Greenwich, 15 June 2021. 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Super-recognisers in the general population and police. Ballard School, Dorset, 7 May 2021. 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Research on super-recognisers by the University of Greenwich. National Police Chief’s Council: 

CCTV Identification Group. Online Meeting, 8 March 2021. 

Davis, J. P. (2021). Super-recognisers webinar. CCTV User Group: Online webinar, 25 February 2021.  

Davis, J. P. (2021). Research on super-recognisers by the University of Greenwich. National Police Chief’s Council: 

CCTV Identification Group. Online Meeting, 16 February 2021. 

 

Davis, J. P. (2020). Miscarriages of justice: A psychological perspective. Skeptics in the Hub, 27 May 2020, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNbonwdAL60 

Davis, J. P. (2020). Super-Recognisers: History and Research. Ortu Gable Hall School, Essex, 11 March 2020. 

Davis, J. P. (2020). Super-Recognisers. Honourable Artillery company, Old Street, London, 27 February 2020. 

Davis, J. P. (2020). The impact on crime detection of super-recognisers in the police. Polizeipräsidium: Polizei 

Frankfurt am Main, Frankfurt, Germany, 4 February 2020. 

 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Enhancing understanding of superior face recognition ability. Research Café, Institute of 

Lifecourse Development, University of Greenwich, 18 December 2019.  

Davis, J. P. (2020). The impact on crime detection of super-recognisers in the police. Bundespolizeipräsidium: 

Bundespolizei, Potsdam, Germany, 29 November 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Recruitment of face super-recognisers for international policing and business organisations. 

University of Winchester, 20 November 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Super-recognisers: Exceptional at face recognition, exceptional at crime detection. Herriot-Watt 

University, Scotland, 10 November 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Developments in facial identification from eyewitness testimony. VisionMetric, Scalford Country 

House Hotel, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, 17 October 2019.  

Davis, J. P. (2019). Super-recognisers. History and research. Super-Recognisers International, Civil Service Club, 

Scotland Yard Street, London, 10 October 2019.  

Davis, J. P. (2019). Super-recognisers: Superior ability at face recognition and spotting faces in a crowd. Football 

Stadium Officials Association Conference, Stratford-upon-Avon, 9 October 2019.  

Davis, J. P. (2019). Super-recognisers: Humans with extraordinary face recognition ability. University of Worcester, 9 

September 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Super-recognisers with exceptional face memory: Research and applied implications. University of 

Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa, 16 July 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Super-recognisers with exceptional face recognition ability: Research and applied implications. 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, 10 July 2019.  

Davis, J. P. (2019). Miscarriages of justice and cognitive biases. Summer School on Crime, Law and Psychology, 

Prague, Czech Republic, 2 July 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Superior face recognisers: Enhancing police and security activities worldwide. Developments in 

facial identification from eyewitness testimony. Visionmetric, Stanton House Hotel, Swindon, Wiltshire, 30 

May 2019.  

Davis, J. P. (2019, April). Research, consultancy, and enterprise in human face recognition, CCTV use, and 

investigative forensic psychology. Greenwich is Open: Driving Regional Strength through Business Support 

for National Impact, University of Greenwich, 30 April 2019, https://ktn-uk.co.uk/events/greenwich-is-open 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Super-recognisers: Spotting faces in a crowd. London Fortean Society, Aldgate, London, 28 

March 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). Psychology at the University of Greenwich. Christ the Church School, Blackheath, 21 March 

2019.  
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Davis, J. P. (2019). Super recognizers: Humans with extraordinary face recognition ability. World Game Protection 

Conference (WGPC). Las Vagas, USA, 3-6 March 2019. https://www.worldgameprotection.com/program/ 

Davis, J. P. (2019). The impact on crime detection of super-recognisers in the police. Police Headquarters, Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Singapore, 11 February 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). The worldwide search for super-recognisers in the police, security and the general public. 

Unfamiliar Facial Identification Group Conference, Sydney, Australia, 7-8 February, 2019. 

Davis, J. P. (2019). The science behind the University of Greenwich super-recognition tests for policing and 

security. Les Super Physionomistes et Leur Employ dans la Police: Conference Internationale, Ministѐre de 

L’Intѐrieur, Lognes, Paris, France, 17 January 2019.  

 

Museum Exhibits 

 

Vögele Kultur Zentrum (2019). Faces. Pfäffikon, Switzerland. 19 May-22 September 2019. 

Deutsches Hygiene-Museum (2017). The face: A search for clues. Lingnerplatz 1, 01069 Dresden, 

http://www.dhmd.de/en/exhibitions/the-face/ 

City of London Police Museum (2017). Guildhall Library on Aldermanbury, London EC2V 7HH: Super-recognisers 

test, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/united-kingdom/england/london/articles/city-of-

london-police-museum-highlights/ 

 

Exhibitions 

 

LASIE and University of Greenwich (June 2017). IFSEC Exhibition, Excel Centre, 20-22 June 2017. 

Metropolitan Police Service and University of Greenwich. (March 2016). Security and Policing Exhibition. Home 

Office, Farnborough, 10-11 March 2016. 

 

Media Interviews and appearances (last 3 years) 

 

Television and radio 

 

Murder Mystery and My Family (7 July 2021). BBC1, Series 5, Episode 8,  William Philip Allen, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000xpbv 

ARD Radio (Germany) (21 June 2021). Interview with Thomas Spickhofen.  

Frontline Fightback (9 April 2021). Episode 10. BBC1, https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000tyny/frontline-

fightback-series-1-episode-10 

Crimewatch Live (24 March 2021). Episode 13, Series 13. BBC1, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000tjcj, 

https://vimeo.com/528809417 (Password = Crimewatch) 

Brave Hustler (22 January 2021). Face recognition: Super-recognisers vs. AI. Mike Saraswat. 

https://bravehustler.com/2021/01/face-recognition-super-recognisers-vs-ai/?playlist=6257 

 

Times Radio (10 December 2020). Danny Finkelstein in for Carole Walker, Times Radio, 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/radio 

Face Blind (16 November 2020). Face Blind podcast: Jeff Waters and Josh Davis. 

https://faceblindpodcast.com/category/podcast/ 

FM104 in Ireland (25 September 2020). Saoirse Long. www.fm104.ie 

Murder Mystery and My Family (30 July 2020). BBC1, Series 3, Episode 4: Lowson, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000l9wp 

Valerie Nowak (3 May 2020). Super-Recogniser: Gesichtsprofis. https://valerienowak.de/2020/05/03/super-

recogniser-gesichtsprofis/ 

 

Murder Mystery and My Family (3 December 2019). BBC1, Series 3, Episode 7, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000by3z 

The HDIAC Podcast - Super Recognizers – Part 2 of 2, Journal of the Homeland Defense & Security Information 

Analysis Centre. https://www.hdiac.org/podcast/super-recognizers-part-2-of-2/ 

The HDIAC Podcast - Super Recognizers – Part 1 of 2, Journal of the Homeland Defense & Security Information 

Analysis Centre. https://www.hdiac.org/podcast/super-recognizers-part-1-of-2/ 

Talk Radio (19 May 2019). Alexis Conran Show. https://talkradio.co.uk/radio/schedule/2019-05-19 
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Aftonbladet (Sweden) (27 April 2019). Londonpolisens nya vapen mot kriminella: Superigenkännare. Håkansson, A., 

https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/krim/a/a2AbyE/londonpolisens-nya-vapen-mot-kriminella-

superigenkannare/promo 

 

Newspaper and magazine interviews 

 

Die Welt (Germany) (7 May 2021), Die besondere Gabe, Gesichter wiederzuerkennen. Pleiss, P. L. 

https://www.welt.de/gesundheit/psychologie/plus230859229/Super-Recognizer-Die-besondere-Gabe-

Gesichter-wiederzuerkennen.html 

El Mundo (Spain) (22 Feb 2021). Super-reconocedores: los expertos en memorizar caras que pueden prevenir un 

atentado recordando una oreja. Robles, J.M. 

https://www.elmundo.es/papel/historias/2021/02/22/602f97c0fdddff13788b45b4.html 

 

Euronews (27 Dec 2020). UK 'Super Recogniser' officer spots more than 2,000 suspects. Euronews, 

https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/27/uk-super-recogniser-officer-spots-more-than-2-000-suspects 

IFLScience (19 July 2020). There's a test that tells you if you're a 'super-recognizer' of faces, and you can take it right 

now. https://www.iflscience.com/brain/theres-a-test-that-tells-you-if-youre-a-superrecognizer-of-faces-and-

you-can-take-it-right-now/?fbclid=IwAR1XzYnWYCw-P-

JafLW3yMWIeZA1hI7SkKnKc7eGSK91DZbxclSvnWHbdwU 

New Scientist (22 Jan 2020). Some people are exceptionally good at recognising voices. Murugesu, J. 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2230836-some-people-are-exceptionally-good-at-recognising-voices/ 

Mental Gloss (1 January 2020). Less Than One Percent of the Population are ‘Super Recognizers’. Take This Test to 

Find Out If You’re One of Them. Gutoskey, E. https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/610884/super-recognizer-

facial-recognition-test 

 

Neue Zürcher Zeitung (Switzerland) (13 December 2019) Hochbegabte in Sachen Gesichtserkennung. von Lutterotti, 

N., https://www.nzz.ch/wissenschaft/super-recognizer-hochbegabte-in-sachen-gesichtserkennung-ld.1527836 

Police Bulletin (August 2019). Super-recognisers offer potential boost to suspect identifications. Queensland Police 

Service. Tritton, C. 

The Observer (4 August 2019). Facial recognition… coming to a supermarket near you. Chivers, T. 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/aug/04/facial-recognition-supermarket-facewatch-ai-artificial-

intelligence-civil-liberties 

The West Australian (21 June 2019). Superhuman police with facial recognition. Chamberlin, T. The Courier-Mail. 

https://thewest.com.au/news/qld/super-human-police-with-facial-recognition-ng-

172d6e0cc9966fce9abc78dd94a5556d 

C-Net (29 March 2019). Super cops give facial recognition systems a run for their money. Collins, C. 

https://www.cnet.com/news/super-cops-give-facial-recognition-systems-a-run-for-their-money/ 

Expresso (Portugal) (3 February 2019). Eles nunca esquecem uma cara. Anunciacao, P. 

https://vidaextra.expresso.pt/vida/2019-02-03-Eles-nunca-esquecem-uma-cara 

Sueddeutsche Zeitung (Germany) (24 January 2019). "Super-Recogniser" helfen bei 200 Fällen. Zeller, V. N. 

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/muenchen/super-recogniser-polizei-gesichtserkenner-1.4301590 

 

Podcasts  

 

Davis, J. P., Robertson, D. (18 August 2020). Super-Recognizers Part 1. Homeland Defense & Security Information 

Analysis Centre. https://www.hdiac.org/podcast/super-recognizers-part-1-of-2/ 

Davis, J. P., Robertson, D. (20 August 2020). Super-Recognizers Part 2. Homeland Defense & Security Information 

Analysis Centre. https://www.hdiac.org/podcast/super-recognizers-part-2-of-2/ 

 

Other 

 

European Commission: Secure Societies: Pool of expert evaluators (2019) 

Journal peer reviewer: Attention, Perception, & Psychophysics, Applied Cognitive Psychology; Ergonomics; 

Journal of Applied Research in Memory and Cognition; Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied; 

Memory & Cognition; PLOS ONE; Psychological Research; Psychology, Crime and Law; Science & Justice; 

Journal of Forensic Practice; Perception; Physiology & Behavior; Cortex, Psychonomic Bulletin and Review; 

Legal and Criminological Psychology; Journal of Investigative Psychology and Offender Profiling, Cognitive 



Dr Josh P Davis 

 

11 
 

Research: Principles and Implications, Police Practice and Research: An International Journal, Visual 

Cognition: Frontiers Psychology, Criminal Justice and Behavior 

Research peer reviewer: ESRC, Centre for Research and Evidence on Security Threats, Leverhulme Trust 

Training: EFIT-V Police Facial Composite Operator Training: Visionmetric Ltd, Canterbury, Bangladesh (2009-

2016) 

 

Training 

 

Expert witness: Essential knowledge for presenting court room evidence. British Psychological Society, 28 September 

2020. 

Expert witness: Essential knowledge on how to manage experts' meetings. British Psychological Society, 21 

September 2020.  

Expert witness: Essential knowledge for accepting the role of expert witness to the court. British Psychological 

Society, 14 September 2020. 

Expert witness: Essential knowledge for writing the expert witness for court. British Psychological Society, 7 

September 2020. 

 

Music 

 

Producer 

 

Davis, J. P. (2011). Swinging for England [Recorded by JD and the Longfellows]. Publisher: Maori Music. [CD]. 

Music Complex, Deptford, CD Baby. (2011), http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/jdandthelongfellows 

Davis, J. P. (2008). Happy hour again! [Recorded by JD and the Longfellows]. Publisher: Maori Music. [CD]. Orange 

and Blue, Catford: Mouse Mat Music, CD Baby. (2008), http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/jdlongfellows2 

Davis, J. P. (2006). Confessions [Recorded by JD and the Longfellows]. Publisher: Maori Music. [CD]. Orange and 

Blue, Catford: Mouse Mat Music, CD Baby. (2006), http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/jdlongfellows 

 

Video producer 

 

Davis, J. P. (2009). Losers, cruisers, dirty rotten schmoozers [Recorded by JD and the Longfellows]. Publisher: Maori 

Music. On Swinging for England [CD]. Music Complex, Deptford: CD Baby. (2011). Filmed Lewisham, 

January 2012, https://youtu.be/NfgYz9nF9f4 

 

 

 

 


